
RAINFOREST EXPLORERS

WELCOME TO THE 
RAINFOREST!

Rainforests are the Earth’s 
oldest living ecosystems, 
with some believed to be at 
least 70 million years old.  

They are home to more than half the 
world’s plant and animal species.

Rainforests can be found on every 
continent except Antarctica.

Rainforests 
help regulate 
Earth’s climate.

Rainforest plants 
provide us with 
everyday products 
including Brazil nuts, 
chocolate, sugar, 
cashew nuts, co�ee, 
tea and citrus fruits.

There are lots of things 
we still don’t know 
about rainforests, so real 
‘rainforest explorers’ are 
carrying out research all 
over the world to find 
out more about them.

What will our message be?!
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As you visit the rainforest stations around the Zoo, complete the puzzles in this 
pack to discover secret symbols! 

At each challenge, decode the mysterious rainforest symbols to help you read 
the hidden message and complete your adventure…
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RAINFOREST EXPLORERS

BRISTOL ZOO GARDENS
Have you found our Rainforest stations around the Zoo?

Final 
station
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You crouch down in the leaf litter of a narrow forest path. 
A moving carpet of ants flows along the path beside you 
like a living stream. It’s humid, moist and dark, and the 
high-pitched sound of cicadas rings in your ears.

Choose a word to complete the gaps. Answers can be found on the Rainforest Explorers board.

• Gorillas are a ‘keystone species’ due to the way they disperse tree seeds in their __________ .

• When gorillas look grumpy, it means they are __________ .

• The group at Bristol Zoo are western __________ gorillas.

WHERE IN 
THE WORLD?

APING AROUND! 
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Our team uses camera traps to 
monitor which animals are living in the 
area, especially the Endangered 
western lowland gorilla.

Look at the camera trap images on 
the Rainforest Explorers board. 
Can you tell which animal is in each 
of the images?

Hint: Use the IDs on the left to identify 
which of the animals are in the camera 
trap images on the board. 
Matching the two will reveal which 
symbols (on the IDs) match which 
letters (on the photos) to help you 
crack the code. Not all animals from 
the IDs are in the camera trap images!

Fill in the four correct symbol/letter 
combinations below:

Clawless river otter

Camera

African forest elephant

Camera

Bongo

CameraÞ
Leopard

Camera

Western lowland gorilla

Camera

Mandrill 

Camera



COSTA RICA
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You hear a rustling sound and hide among the 
understorey shrubs. Large leaves absorb beams of 
dappled light that make it through the canopy. 

The understorey is full of life. Amphibians, reptiles 
and insects are all camouflaged in the dappled 
light, hiding from predators or looking for food.

Choose a word to complete the gaps. Answers can be found on the Rainforest Explorers board.

• Amphibians can __________ through their skin.

• Chytrid fungus is a lethal __________ infection that stops amphibians from breathing.

• The only option for the survival of many endangered __________ is to breed them in zoos.

WHERE IN 
THE WORLD?

HOP TO IT!
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Congratulations! You are one step closer 
to revealing the secret message!

Inside the clean breeding room, it is important 
for our keepers to tell which frog is which. This 
will ensure that they mix the correct individuals 
to have babies.

Each frog has slightly di�erent markings.  
Photo IDs help us to tell them apart. 
Use the photo IDs and the chart on the left to 
tell which frog is which.

Hint: Look at the two frog drawings and 
compare their markings with the frog photos 
on the Rainforest Explorers board. 

Can you tell which frogs they are?

The correct frogs show you the letters needed 
to decode another two symbols. 

Þ



THE AMAZON
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You are high up, with leaves all around you and the 
ground a long way below. You can hear the shrill 
cries of monkeys and the squawks of macaws.

Most wildlife can be found in this layer, feeding on 
the fruit, flowers, seeds and nuts that grow here.

Choose a word to complete the gaps. Answers can be found on the Rainforest Explorers board.

• Howler monkeys live in family groups of five to __________ individuals.

• They have a prehensile tail which they can use like a fifth __________ .

• Howler monkeys call to announce their __________ and to strengthen __________ .

WHERE IN 
THE WORLD?

MONKEYING AROUND!

CANOPY LAYER 
30-40m

Researchers track howler 
monkeys from the ground 
by following fallen leaves, 
fruit and flowers.

The researcher found the 
monkeys in a tree covered in 
white flowers, then followed 
them to a tree with yellow 
fruits. After a while they 
were spotted knocking red 
flowers o� another tree.

Hint: Use the aerial image on 
the Rainforest Explorers 
board to track the monkeys’ 
path through the forest – 
what letter does their track 
look like?

ÞThe right letter will help you decode another symbol. 
Congratulations, you are another step closer to 
cracking the secret message!



THE COMORO ISLANDS
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WHERE IN 
THE WORLD?

Look at the map on the board and 
use the key to shade in the grid 
squares where bat roosts are. 
This will help conservationists to 
protect remaining roost sites for 
this Critically Endangered bat. 

Did you shade in all the correct 
squares? Congratulations, you 
decoded another secret symbol!

Hint: Roost site locations can be 
found on the Rainforest Explorers 
board by the fruit bats. Shading the 
right parts of the map will give you 
a letter to help crack the code.

You strap on your harness and climb up the tallest tree 
towards the sunlight. Move slowly and carefully so you 
don’t disturb the wildlife all around you!

As you get higher, you feel the tree bending in the strong 
breeze – hold on tight! As your head pops up out of the 
canopy, you disturb butterflies feeding on the nectar of 
flowers, and they flutter around your head. A parrot 
squawks, and flaps above you before disappearing into 
the distance behind a tall emergent tree. 

EMERGENT LAYER 
40m +

Choose a word to complete the gaps. Answers can be found on the Rainforest Explorers board.

• Bats are not birds, they are __________ .   

• The bones in their wings are similar to the bones in a human __________ .

• Livingstone’s fruit bats feed on __________ and help to replant the forest by __________ .

GOING BATTY!
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WHERE IN THE WORLD?

Bristol Zoo Primary School has 
7 classes of 30 pupils, one class in 
each year group from Reception 
to year 6.  

Each pupil has three exercise 
books, one for Maths, one for 
English, and one for their topic.

Each exercise book contains 
50 pages. 

Use this information to work out 
how many whole trees the school 
will use in one academic year.

*Hint: Check the Rainforest 
Explorers board to find out how 
many trees are needed to make 
10,000 sheets of paper. You might 
need to round the number up or 
down to the nearest whole 10,000.

You have almost made it to the end of your long journey 
through the rainforests of the world! But before you can 
leave, you discover a final task…

Check your schoolbooks and printer paper. Can you find the 

FSC® logo? If not, could your class write to your Headteacher and ask them to make a swap?

EXTRA CHALLENGE:

*You MUST visit all other stations before attempting 
to complete your journey!

x

How many classes are in YOUR 
school? How many exercise books 
do you have? Can you use similar 
sums to work out how many trees 
your school uses every year?!

books pages

=

pages
per pupil

3 50

x

pupils
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pages

per class
pages
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classes
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=
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CONGRATULATIONS!
You have successfully completed the 
Rainforest Explorers trail!  

Thank you for joining us 
on this adventure.

As a reward, go to the Bristol Zoo website and use the secret 
message you decoded to find a secret webpage…

www.bristolzoo.org.uk/_ _ _ i n _ f _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ h _ _ 

Let us know what you are doing to help support forests.

Will you make the switch to FSC paper in your school? Could you plant trees in your school 

grounds? There are lots of ways to help, and we want to hear all about them, no matter how 

big or small!

EXTRA CHALLENGE:

On this webpage, you will find bonus resources to help support 
your rainforests topic.


